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in singleness of heart, fearing God.” And again
“Servants (says Saint Peter) be subject to your
mastets with all fear, not only to be good and
gentle, but also to the forward.” On such texts
comment is Necessary.

Your “lamp of life” is nearly extinguished;
your race is tun, and you must shortly pass
“from time to eternicy.” Let me then conjure
you to devote the remnant of your existence in
solemn preparation for the awful doom that
awaits you. Your situation is deplorable, but
not destitate of spiritual consolation, To that
Almighty Being alone, whose Holy Ordinances
you have trampled in the dust, can you know
look for mercy, and although “your sins be as
scarlet,” the tears of sincere penitence may
obtain forgiveness at the “Throne of Grace.”
You cannot have forgotten the history of the
malefactor of the Cross, who, like yourself, was
the wretched and deluded victim of offended
justice, His conscience was awakened in the
pangs of dissolution, and yet there is reason to
believe, that his spirit was received into the
realins of bliss. May you imitate his example, and
may your last moments prove you like his! ...

SENTENCE ON JACK, a slave belonging
to Paul Pritchard, commeonly called Gullah
Jack, and somectimes Cooter Jack—Gullah
Jack: the Court after deliberatcly considering
all the circumstances of your case, are perfectly
satisfied of your guilt. In the prosecution of
your wicked designs, you were not satisfied
with resorting to natural and ordinary means,
but endeavored to enlist on your behalf, all the
powers of darkness, and employed for that pur-
pose, the most disgusting mummery and
superstition. You represented yourself as invul-
nerable; that you culled neither be taken nor
destroyed, and that all who fought under your
banners would be invincible. While such
wretched expedients are calculated to excite the
confidence, or to alarm the fears of the igno-
rant and credulous, they produce no other
emotion in the minds of the intelligent and
enlightened, but contempt and disgust. Your
boasted charms have noc preserved yourself,
and of course could not protect others, Your

altars and your Gods have sunk together in the
dust. The airy spectres, conjured by you, have
been chased away by the superior light of

Truch, and you stand exposed, the miserable

and deluded victim of offended justice. Your
days are literally numbered. You will shortly be
consigned to the cold and silent grave; and all
the Powers of Darkness cannot rescue you
from your approaching Fate! Let me then, con-
jure you to devote the remnant of your miser-
able existence, in fleeing from the wrath to
come. This can only be done by a full disclo-
sure of the truth, The Court are willing to
afford you all the aid in their power, and to
permit any Minister of the Gospel, whom you
may select to have free access to you. To him
you may unburden your guilty conscience.
Neglect not the opportunity, for there is not
device nor art in the grave, to which you must
shortly be consigned.

3.8
‘I asx vyou, O MY
BRETHREN!, ARE WE MEN?’
David Walker's Appeal

Historians believe David Walker, a seli-proclaimed wan-
derer, was among those free blacks who fled Charleston
following Denmark Vesey's ravoit. If so, he was likely
amaong the conspiratars. He arrived in Boston in the early
1820s and became an active participant in black civic
society. He joined the AME church and was among those
who helped finance the estahlishment of the nation’s first
black-cwned newspaper, Freedom’s Journal, in 1827, It
was in Boston that Walker came to the conclusion that
African Americans were the “most degraded, wretched
and abjact set of beings that ever lived.” This was so, he
wiote, not just because of the horrid abuse heaped upon
them by whites, but because they had allowed it to go on,
Black people needed {o awaken and steal their liberty by
whatever means available to them. In an effort to spark
that enlightenment, Walker penned his Appeal fo the
Colored Citizens of the World.

It is a remarkabie document for any time period, let
along the early 19th century. It wholly turns American
racist thought cn its head, placing European civilizations
under the microscope of judgment rather than Africans,
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and in so doing articulates some of the central themes of
the Black Power Movement's political philosophy, 150
years before its zenith (see Chapter Eight). A four-part
treatise, Walker's Appeal argues the criminality of white
supremacy and exhorts biacks to rise up against it. In part
one, he focuses on slavery as the principle cause of the
African American’s “wretchedness” and the principle
example of white inhumanity. White Americans, ie argues,
had refined barbarity beyond the limits of any prior civi-
lization. Worse, they had done so in the name of
Christianity, He took particular aim at Thomas Jefferson,
arguing that his racist ideology represented the founda-
tion of the nation’s collective ideology. Presciently, he
wamed that if blacks did not directly challenge that
line of thought, it would soen irevecably ingrain itself in
the naticnal psyche. Walker did not intend for the text to
be another conversation hetwean frae hlacks of the North,
but rather hoped it would reach those in slavery. He smug-
gled it South with hlack seamen and encouraged those
who were literate to hold meetings and read it to others.
White southerners, of course, were infuriated when they
discovered it in circulation and tried everything to sup-
prass i, inciuding barring black sailors from Jeaving port.

My dearly beloved Brethren and Fellow
Citizens.

Having travelled over a considerable por-
tion of these United States, and baving, in the
course of my travels, taken the most accurate
observations of things as they exist — the
result of my observations has warranted the full
and unshaken conviction, that we, (coloured
people of these United States,) are the most
degraded, wretched, and abject set of beings
that ever lived since the world began; and T
pray God that none like us ever may live again
until time shall be no more. They tell us of the
Israelites in Egypt, the Helots in Sparta, and of
the Roman Slaves, which last were made up
from almost every nation under heaven, whose
sufferings under those ancient and heathen
nations, were, in comparison with ours, under
this enlightened and Christian nation, no
more than a cipher — or, in other words, those
heathen nations of antiquity, had bur licdle
more among them than the name and form of
stavery; while wretchedness and endiess mis-

eries were reserved, apparently in a phial, to be
poured out upon our fathers, ourselves and our
children, by Christian Americans!

These positions I shall endeavour, by the
help of the Lord, to demonstrate in the course
of this Appeal, to the satisfaction of the most
incredulous mind — and may God Almighty,
who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, open
your hearis to understand and believe the truth.

The causes, my brethren, which produce
our wretchedness and miseries, are so very
numerous and aggravating, that I believe the
pen only of a Josephus or a Plutarch, can well
enumerate and objects, then, of such incom-
prehensible magnitude, so impenetrable, and
so nototious, I shall be obliged to omit a large
class of, and content myself with giving you an
exposition of a few of those, which do indeed
rage to such an alarming pitch, that they can-
not but be a perpetual source of tetror and dis-
may to every reflecting mind,

I am fully aware, in making this appeal to
my much afflicted and suffering brethren, that
I shall not only be assailed by those whose
greatest earthly desires are, to keep us in abject
ignorance and wretchedness, and who are of
the firm conviction that Heaven has designed
us and our children to be slaves and beasts of
burden to them and their children. I say, I do
not only expect to be held up to the public as
an ignorant, impudent and restless disturber of
the public peace, by such avaricious creatures,
as well as a mover of insubordination — and
pethaps put in prison or to death, for giving 2
superficial exposition of our miseries, and
exposing tyrants. But T am persuaded, that
many of my brethren, particularly those who
are ignorantly in league with slave-holders or
tyrants, who acquite their daily bread by the
blood and sweat of their more ignorant
brethren — and not a few of those too, who
are too ignorant to.see an inch beyond their
noses, will rise up and call me cursed —VYea,
the jealous ones among us will perhaps use

more abject subtlety, by affirming that this
work is not worth perusing, that we are well
situated, and there is no use in trying to better
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our condition, for we cannot. [ will ask one
question here. — Can our condition be any
wotse? — Can it be more mean and abject? If
there are any changes, will they not be for the
better, though they may appear for the worst at
first? Can they get us any lower? Where can
they get us? They are afiaid to treat us worse,
for they know well, the day they do it they are
gone. But against all accusations which may or
can be preferred against me, I appeal to
Heaven for my motive in writing — who
knows that my object is, if possible, to awaken
in the breasts of my afflicted, degraded and
slumbering brethren, a spirit of inquiry and
investigation respecting our miseries and
wretchedness in this Republican Land of
Liberty!

The sources from which our miseries are
derived, and on which I shall comment, I
shall not combine in one, but shall put them
under distinct heads and expose them in their
turn; in doing which, keeping truth on my
side, and nor departing from the strictesc
rules of morality, I shall endeavour to pene-
trate, search out, and lay them open for your
inspection, If you cannot or will not profit by
them, T shall have done my duty to you, my
country and my God.

And as the inhuman syscem of slavery, is the
source from which most of our miseries pro-
ceed, 1 shall begin with that curse to nations,
which has spread terror and devastation
through so many nations of antiquity; and
which is raging o such a pitch at the present
day in Spain and in Portugal. ...

Article |
Our Wretchedness in Consequence of Slavery.

My beloved brethren: — The Indians of North
and of South America — the Greeks — the
Irish, subjected under the king of Great Britain
— the Jews, that ancient people of the Lord —
the inhabitants of the islands of the sea — in
fine, all the inhabitants of the earth, (except
however, the sons of Africa) are called men,
and of course are, and ought to be free, But we,

{coloured people) and our children are brates!
And of course are, and ought to be SLAVES to
the American people and their children forever
to dig their mines and work cheir farms; and
thus go on enriching them, from one genera-
tion to another with our &lved and our rears!

I promised in a preceding page to demon-
strate to the satisfaction of the most inctedu-
lous, that we, {colonred people of these United
States of America) are the most wretched,
degraded and abject set of beings that ever lived
since the world began, and thar the white
Americans having reduced us to the wretched
state of slawery, treat us in that condition maore
cruel (they being an enlightened and Christian
people,) than any heathen nation did any peo-
ple whom it had reduced to our condition.
These affirmations are so well confirmed in the
minds of all unprejudiced men, who have
taken the trouble to read histories that they
need no elucidation from me. But to put them
beyond ali doubrt, I refer you in the first place
to the children of Jacob, or of Istacl in Egypt,
under Pharach and his people. Some of my
brethren do not know who Pharaoh and the
Egyptians were — I know it to be a fact, thac
some of them take the Egyptians to have becn
a gang — of devils, not knowing any becter,
and that they (Egyptans) having got posses-
sion of the Lord’s people, treated them nearly
as cruel as Christian Americans do us, at the
present day. For the information of such, I
would only mention that the Egyptians, were
Africans or coloured people, such as we are —
some of them vellow and others dark — a mix-
ture of Ethiopians and the natives of Egypt —
abour the same as you see the coloured people
of the United States at the present day, — I say,
I call your attention then, to the children of
Jacob, while I point out particulatly to you his
son Joseph, among the rest, in Egypt.

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph . . . thou
shalt be over my house, and aecording unto thy
word shall all my peaple be ruled: only in the
throne will I be greater than thou.”

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, see, I have
set thee over all the land of Egypt.”
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“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up
his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”

Now I appeal to heaven and to carth, and
particularly 1o the American people them-
selves, who cease not to declare that our condi-
tion is not hard, and that we are comparatively
satisfied to rest in wretchedness and misery,
under them and their children. Not, indeed, to
show me a coloured President, a Governor, a
Legislator, a Senator, a Mayor, or an Artorney
at the Bar, — But to show me a man of colour,
who holds the low office of a Constable, or one
who sits in a juror Box, even on a case of one
of his wretched brethren, throughout this great
Republic!! — But let us pass Joseph the son of
Israel a little farther in review, as he existed
with that heathen nation.

“And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaph-
nathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath
the daughter of Potipherah priest of ON. And
Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt,”

Compate the above, with the American
institutions. Do they not institute laws to
inhibit us from marrying among the whites? 1
would wish, candidly, however, before the
Lord, to be understood, that I would not give
a pinch of snuffto be married to any white per-
son | ever saw in all the days of my life. And T
do say it, that the black man, or man of colour,
who will leave his own colour (provided he can
get one, who is good for any thing) and marry
a white woman, to be a double slave to her, just
because she is white, ought to be treated by her
as he surely will be, viz: as a NIGGER! It is
not, indeed, whar I care about inter-marriages
with the whites, which induced me to pass this
subject in review; for the Lord knows, that
there is a day coming when chey will be glad
enough to get into the company of the blacks,
notwithstanding, we are, in this generation,
leveled by them, almost on a level with the
brute creation: and some of us they treat even
worse than they do the brutes that perish. I
only made this extract to show how much
lower we ate held, and how much more cruel
we are treated by the Americans, than were the

children of Jacob, by the Egyprians. We will
notice the sufferings of lsrael some further,
under heathen Pharaoh, compared with ours
under the enlightened Christians of America,

“And Pharaoh spoke unto Joseph, saying,
thy father and thy brethren are come unto
thee:

“The fand of Egypt is before thee: in the
best of the land make thy father and brethren
to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell:
and if thou knowest any men of activity among
them, then malke them rulers over my cattle,”

I ask those people who treat us so well, Oh!
I ask them, where is the most barren spot of
land that they have given unto us? Tsracl had the
most fertile land in all Egypr. Need I mention
the very notorious fact, thar T have known a
poor man of colour, who labored night and day,
to acquire a little money, and having acquired
it, be vested it in a small piece of land, and got
him a house erected thereon, and having paid
for the whole, he moved his family into it,
where he was suffered to remain bur nine
months, when he was cheated out of his prop-
erty by a white man, Genesis, chap. xlvii. 5, 6.
and driven out of door! Anel is not this the case
generally? Can a man of colour buy a piece of
land and keep it peaceably? Will not some
white man try to get it from him, even if it is in
a miud hole? 1 need not comment any farther on
a stbject, which all, both black and whirte, will
readily admit. But I must, really, observe that in
this very city, when a man of colour dies, if he
owned any real estate it most generally falls into
the hands of some white person. The wife and
children of the deceased may weep and lament
if they please, but the estate will be kept snug
enough by its white possessor.

But to prove farther that the condition of
the Israclites was better under the Egyptians
than ours is under the whites. I call upon the
professing Christians, [ call upon the philan-
thropist, I call upon the very tyrant himself, to
show me a page of history, either sacred or pro-
fane, on which a verse can be found, which
maintains, that the Egyptians heaped the
insupporiable insult upon the children of Israel,
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by telling them that they were not of the
human family. Can the whites deny chis
charge? Have they not, after having, reduced us
to the deplorable condition of slaves under
their feet, held us up as descending originaily
from the cribes of Monkeys or Orang-Outangst
O! my God! I appeal to every man of feeling —
is not this insupportable? Is it not heaping the
grossest insult upon our miseries, because they
have got us under their feet and we cannot help
ourselves? Oh! pity us we pray thee, Lord Jesus,
Master. — Has Mr. Jefferson declared to the
world, that we are inferior to the whites, both
in the endowments of our bodies and our
minds? Tt is indeed surprising, that a man of
such great learning, combined with such excel-
lent natural parts, should speak so of a set of
men in chains. I do not know what to compare
it to, unless, like putting one wild deer in an
iron cage, where it will be secured, and hold
another by the side of the same, then let it go,
and expect the one in the cage to run as fast as
the one at liberty. So far, my brethren, were the
Egyptians from heaping these insults upon
their slaves that Pharachs daughter took
Moses, a son of Israel for her own, as will
appear by the following,

“And Pharaol’s daughter said unrto her,
[Moses’ mother] take this child away, and nurse
it for me and I will pay thee thy wages. And the
woman took the child [Moses] and nursed it.

“And the child grew, and she brought him
unto Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her
son. And she called his name Moses: and she
said because I drew him out of the watet.”

In all probability, Moses would have
become Prince Regent to the throne, and no
doubt, in process of time but he would have
been seated on the throne of Egypt. Bur he had
rather suffer shame with the people of God,
than to enjoy pleasures with that wicked peo-
ple for a season. O! that the Coloured peaple
were long since of Moses™ excellent disposition,
instead of courting favour with, and telling
news and lics 10 our natural enemies, against
each other — aiding them to keep their hellish

chains of slavery upon us. Would we not long

before this time, have been respectable men,
instead of such wretched victims of oppression
as we are? Would they be able to drag our
mothers, our fathers, our wives, our children
and us, around the world in chains and hand-
cuffs as they do, to dig up gold and silver for
them and theirs? This question, my brethren, 1
leave for you to digest; and may God Almighty
force it home to your hearis. Remember that
unless you are united, keeping your tongues
within your teeth, you will be afraid to trust
your secrets to each other, and thus perpetuate
out miseries under the Christians! In addition,
remember, also to lay humble at the feet of our
Lord and Master Jesus Chuist, with prayers and
fastings. Let our ecnemies go on with their
butcheries and at once fill up their cup. Never
malce an attempt to gain our freedom or #asu-
ral right, from under our cruel oppressors and
murderers, until you see your way clear —
when that hour arrives and you move, be not
afraid or dismayed; for be you assured that
Jesus Christ the King of heaven and of earth
who is the God of justice and of armies, will
surely go before you. And those enemies who
have for hundreds of year, stolen our righs,
and kepr us ignorant of Him and His divine
waorship, he will remove. Millions whe, are this
day, so ignerant and avaricious, that they can-
not conceive how God can have an attribute of
justice, and show mercy to us because it
pleased Him to make us é/ack — which colour,
M, Jefferson calls unfortunatell As though we
are not as thankful o our God, for having
made us as it pleased himself, as they, (the
whites,) are for having made them white. They
think because they hold us in their infernal
chains of slavery, that we wish to be white, or
of their color — but they are dreadfully
deceived — we wish to be just as it pleased our
Creator to have made us, and no avaricious
and unmerciful wretches, have any business to
make slaves of, or hold us in slavery. How
woutld they like for us to make slaves of, and
hold them in cruel slavery, and murder them as
they do usf — But is Mt Jefferson’s assercions
true? viz. “that it is unfertunate for us that our
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Creator has been pleased to make us black.”
We will not rake his say so, for the fact. The
world will have an opportunity to see whether
it is unfortunate for us, which our Creator has
made us darker than the whites.

Feat not the number and education of our
enemies, against whom we shall have to con-
tend for our lawful right; guaranteed to us by
our Maker; for why should we be aftaid, when
God is, and will continue, (if we continue
humble) to be on our side?

The man who would not fight under our
Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in the glorious
and heavenly cause of freedom and of God —
to be delivered from the most wretched, abject
and servile slavery, that ever a people was
afflicted with since the foundation of the
world, to the present day — ought to be kept
with all of his children or family, in slavery, or
in chains, to be butchered by his eruel enemies.

I saw a paragraph, a few years since, in a
South Carolina paper, which, speaking of the
barbarity of the Turks, it said: “The Turks are
the most barbarous people in the world —
they treat the Greeks more like drutges than
human beings.” And in the same paper was an
advertisement, which said: “Eight well buile
Vieginia and Maryland Negro fellows and four
wenches will positively be soid this day, to the
bighest bidder!” And what astonished me still
more was to see in this same humane paper the
cuts of three men, with clubs and budgets on
their backs, and an advertisement offering a
considerable sum of money for their apprehen-
sion and delivery. I declare, it is really so amus-
ing to hear the Southerners and Westerners of
“this country talk about barbarity, that it is pos-
itively, enough to make a man smile.

The sufferings of the Helots among the
Spartans, were somewhat severe, it is true, but
to say that theirs, were as severe as ours among
the Americans, I do most strenuously deny —

for instance, can any man show me an article
on a page of ancient history which specifies,
that, the Spartans chained, and handcuffed the
Helots, and dragged them from their wives and
children, children from their parents, mothers

from their suckling babes, wives from their
husbands, driving them from one end of the
country to the other? Notice the Spartans were
heathens, who lived long before our Divine
Master made his appearance in the flesh.

Can Christian Americans deny these bar-
barous cruelties? Have you not, Americans,
having subjected us under you, added to these
miseries, by insulting us in telling us to our
face, because we are helpless, that we are not of
the human family? T ask you, O! Americans, [
ask you, in the name of the Lord, can you deny
these charges? Some perhaps may deny, by say-
ing, that they never thought or said that we
were not men. But do not actions speak louder
than werds? — have they not made provisions
for the Greeks, and Irish? Nations who have
never done the least thing for them, while we,
who have enriched their country with our
blood and tears — have dug up gold and silver
for them and their children, from generation
to generation, aid are In more miseries than
any other people under heaven, are not seen,
buc by comparatively, a handful of the
American people? There ate indeed, more ways
to kill a dog, besides choking it to death with
butter. Purther — The Spartans or Lacedae-
menians, had some frivolous pretext, for
enslaving the Helots, for they (Helots) while
being free inhabitants of Sparta, stitred up an
intestine commotion, and were, by the
Spartans subdued, and made prisonets of war.
Consequently they and their children were
condemned to perpetual slavery.

I have been for years troubling the pages of
historians, to find out what our fathers have
done to the white Christians of America, to merit
such condign punishment as they have inflicted
on them, and do continue to inflict on us their
children. But I must aver, that my researches
have hitherto been to no effect. I have therefore,
come to the immoveable conclusion, that they
{Americans) have, and do continue to punish us
for nothing else, but for enriching them and
their country. For I cannor conceive of anything
efse. Nor will I ever believe otherwise, until the
Lord shall convince me.
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The wotld knows, that slavery as it existed
among, the Romans, (which was the primary
cause of cheir destruction) was, comparatively
speaking, no more than a ¢ypher, when com-
pared wich ours under the Americans. Indeed I
should not have noticed the Roman slaves, had
not the very learned and penetrating M,
Jefferson said, “when a master was murdered,
all his slaves in the same house, or within hear-
ing, were condemned to death.” — Here let
me ask Mr. Jefferson, (but he is gone to answer
at the bar of God, for the deeds done in his
body while living,) 1 therefore ask the whole
American people, had T not rather die, or be
put to death, than to be a slave to any tyrans,
who takes not only my own, but my wife and
children’s lives by the inches? Yea, would I meet
death with avidity far! far!! in preference to
such servile submission to the murderous
hands of tyrants. Mr. Jeffersons very severe
remarks on us have been so extensively argued
upen by men whose attainments in literature,
I shall never be able to reach, that I would not
have meddled with it, were it not to solicit each
of my brethren, whe has the spirit of a man, to
buy a copy of Mr Jefferson’s “Notes on
Virginia,” and put itin the hand of his son. For
let no one of us suppose that the refutations
which have been written by our whire friends
are enough — they are whites — we are blacks.

We, and the world wish to see the charges
of Mr. Jefferson refuted by the blacks shem-
selves, according to their chance; for we must
remember that what the whites have written
respecting this subject, is other men’s labours,
and did not emanate from the blacks. I know
well, that there are some talents and learning
among the Coloured people of this country,
which we have not a chance to develop in con-
sequence of oppression; but our oppression
ought not to hinder us from acquiring all we
can. For we will have a chance to develop them
by and by. God will not suffer us, always to be
oppressed. Our sufferings will come to an end,
in spite of all the Americans this side of eter-
nity. Then we will want all che learning and tal-
ents among ourselves, and perhaps more, to
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govern ourselves. — “Every dog must have its
day,” the Americarr’s is coming to an end.

But let us review Mr, Jeffersons remarks
respecting us some furcher. Comparing our
imiserable fathers, with the learned philosophers
of Greece, he says: “Yet notwithstanding these
and other discouraging circumstances among
the Romans, their staves were often their rarest
artists. They excelled too, in science, insomuch
as to be usually employed as tusors o their mas-
ter’s children; Epictetus, Terence and Phaedrus,
were slaves, — but they were of the race of
whites. It is not cheir condition then, but nature,
which has produced the distinction.” See this,
my brethren! Do you believe that this assertion
is swallowed by millions of the whites? Do you
know that Mr. Jefferson was one of as great
characters as ever lived among the whites? See
his writings for the world, and public labours
for the United States of America. Do you
believe that the assertions of such a man, will
pass away into oblivion unobserved by this peo-
ple and the world? If you do you are much mis-
taken — See how the American people treat us
—— have we souls in our bodies? Are we men
who have any spirits at all? I know that there are
many swell-bellied fellows among us, whose
greatest object is to fll their stomachs. Such I
do not mean — [ am after those who know and
feel, that we are MEN, as well as other people;
to them, I say, that unless we try to refute Mr.
Jefferson’s argaments respecting us, we will only
establish them.

But the slaves among the Romans. Every
body who has read history, knows, that as soon
as a slave among the Romans obtained his free-
dom, he could rise to the greatest eminence in
the State, and therc was no law instituted to
hinder a slave from buying his freedom. Have
not the Americans instituted laws to hinder us
from obtaining our freedom? Do any deny chis
charge? Read the laws of Virginia, North
Carolina, &c. Further: have not the Americans
instituted laws to prohibit a man of colour
from obtaining and holding any office what-
ever, under the government of the United
States of America? Now, Mr, Jefferson tells us,
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that our condition s not so hard, as the slaves
were under the Romans!

It is time for me to bring this article to a
close. But before I close it, I must observe to
my brethren that at the close of the first
Revolution in this country, with Great Britain,
there were but thirteen States in the Union,
now there are twenty-four, most of which are
slave-holding States, and the whites are drag-
ging us around in chains and in handcuffs, to
their new States and Territories to work their
mines and farms, to enrich them and their
children — and millions of them believing
firmly that we being a little darker than they,
were made by our Creator to be an inheritance
to them and their children for even — the
same as a parcel of brutes.

Are we MEN!! — T ask you, O my brethren!
are we MEN? Did our Creator make us to be
slaves to dust and ashes like ourselves? Are they
not dying worms as well as we? Have they not
to make their appearance before the tribunal of
Heaven, to answer for the deeds done in the
body, as well as we? Have we any other Master
but Jesus Christ alone? Is he not their Master
as well as ours? — Whar right then, have we to
obey and call any other Master, but Himself?
How we could be so submissive to a gang of
men, whom we cannot tell whether they ate as
good as ourselves or not, I never could con-
ceive. However, this is shut up with the Lord,
and we cannot precisely tell — but 1 declare,
we judge men by their works,

The whites have always been an unjust, jeal-
ous, unmerciful, avaricious and blood-thirsty
set of beings, always sceking after power and
authority. — We view them all over the con-
federacy of Greece, where then were first
known to be any thing, (in consequence of
education) we see them there, cutting each
other’s throats — trying to subject each other
to wretchedness and misery — to effect which,
they used all kinds of deceitful, unfair, and
unmerciful means. We view them next in
Rome, where the spirit of tyranny and deceit
raged still higher. We view them in Gaul,
Spain, and in Britain. — Tri fing, we view them
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all aver Europe, together with what were scat-
tered abour in Asia and Africa, as heathens,
and we see them acting mare like devils than
accountable men. But some may ask, did nor
the blacks of Africa, and the mulattoes of Asia,
go on in the same way as did the whites of
Europe. I answet, no — they never were half so
avaricious, deceitful and unmerciful as the
whites, according to their knowledge.

But we will Jeave the whites or Europeans as
heathens, and take a view of them as Christians,
in which capacity we see them as cruel, if not
mote so than ever. In fact, take them as a body,
they are ten times more cruel, avaricious and
unmerciful than ever they were; for while they
were heathens, they were bad enough it is tue,
but it is positively a fact that they were not
quite so audacious as to go and take vessel loads
of men, women and children, and in cold
blood, and through devilishness, throw them
into the sca and murder them in all kind of
ways. While they were heathens they were too
ignorant for such batbarity. But being
Chiistians enlightened and sensible, they are
completely prepared for such hellish cruelties.

Now suppose God were to give them more
sense, what would they do? If it were possible,
would they, not dethrone Jehovah and seat
themsclves upon his throne? I therefore, in the
name and fear of the Lord God of Heaven and
of earth, divested of prejudice either on the
side of my colour or that of the whites, advance
my suspicion of them, whether they are s good
by mature as we are or not. Their actions, since
they were known as a people, have been the
reverse, I do not indeed suspect them, but this,
as | before observed, is shut up with the Lord,
we cannot exactly tell, it will be proved in suc-
ceeding generations. — The whites have had
the essence of the gospel as it was preached by
my master and his apostles — the Echiopians
have not, who are to have it in its meridian
splendor — the Lord will give it to them o
their satisfaction. I hope and pray my God that
they will make good use of it, so that it may be
well with them.
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